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schoolboys.   But if Fettes failed to toughen him it
certainly did not injure his capacity for work.
At Oxford he became, as did Belloc and "F.E./5
President of the Union,   The Oxford Union is an
assembly which demands and appreciates epigram,
It is inclined to be impatient of mere argument.  So
Simon's distinction is real evidence of great excellence,
They also made him a Fellow of All Souls, an honour
denied to Birkenhead, No easy road to legal achieve-
ment lay before him.  He assisted himself by winning
the Barstow Law Scholarship and was called to the
Bar in 1899.    Simon has never written anything
which people want to remember or preserve. But in
his early days at the Bar he was not above helping
to boil his pot with the proceeds of journalism. Wise
young man!
Early in his life he had to endure a tragic end to
great happiness. He married at the age of twenty-six,
but lost his wife in three years.   He was terribly
wounded by this cruel stroke of fate.  Perhaps this
loss was an added stimulus to hard work; for how
else can great grief be remedied?  His first wife left
him with three children.  For eighteen years Simon
remained single pursuing a career with superhuman
application.   He married again in 1917.   He now
enjoys so much private happiness that all his energies
are available for public work.
Simon "got on," In 1906, a youth of thirty-two,
he entered the House of Commons as Liberal Member
for Walthamstow. Four years later he was Solicitor-
General. In 1913, still only forty, he became the
technical head of his profession by succeeding Sir
Rufus Isaacs as Attorney-General. Simon was ele-